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Since 2013/14 the immigration discourse has once again become the focus of public political 

debate in Germany.  The arrival of large numbers of refugees has polarized large sections of 

society. Social involvement and spontaneous readiness to help on the part of many people 

bear witness to faith in a future shared with refugees; enormous distance towards and 

sometimes even aggressive rejection of the refugees fuel right-wing populist movements, 

reactivating such epithets of recent contemporary history as “turbulent times”, “societies of 

fear”, “culture of indignation and annoyance”.  The distance and/or rejection also give rise to 

highly topical discussions about Germans’ loss of faith in the state and politics.   Immigration 

to Europe has also severely tested cross-border understanding and trust within the EU.  The 

project aims to reveal the linguistic patterns of the generation and erosion of trust in the 

discussion of immigration into Germany in the mass media between 2013 and 2017. By 

means of a combination of various linguistic analytical procedures the project seeks to 

describe  the functions of these patterns  and to define  the  actors responsible for 

generating  and eroding trust in society in order to advance  linguistic research on  trust and to 

integrate it  into the framework of scientific disciplines with a considerably longer tradition of 

trust research. Furthermore, the project aims to draw the attention of politicians, 

administrative staff and journalists to the increased demand for scientific expertise when 

dealing with immigration in public discussions on immigration. 
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